OPINION
e-Rideables: The NSW Government’s Reckless Gamble with Public Safety

Harold Scruby — CEO - Pedestrian Council of Australia

After meeting for a year, back in 2020 the NSW Ministerial e-Scooter Advisory Committee,
which comprised all the relevant key-stakeholders, including Transport for NSW, NSW
Police, Ambulance SIRA, NRMA, Bicycle NSW, the PCA and the Council of the Ageing,
released its unanimous recommendations. Amongst other points, it recommended: A
minimum age of 17. Adriver’s licence. A helmet. A numberplate. Insurance. A maximum
speed on Shared Paths of 10 km/h and banned on all footpaths.

In February 2025, a majority of the NSW Upper House Committee reviewing e-Rideables,
chaired by Greens MP Cate Faehrmann, recommended that all e-Rideables including
Fatboy e-Bikes, e-Monocycles, e-Hoverboards, e-Skateboards, Segways and bicycles, etc.,
be allowed on all footpaths with a maximum speed limit of 15 km/h.

Anyone aged 16 or over will be able to ride them, with no training, no licence, no number
plates, and no registration on all footpaths and roads with speed limits up to 50 km/h. It's a
lethal, reckless proposal, and it flies in the face of expert advice, irrefutable data, public
opinion, and the lived experience of cities around Australia and the rest of the world.

The latest e-Scooters are available for sale in Australia, capable of 120 km/h on 8-inch
wheels 4 inches above the road. ABC Gold Coast reported on 6 May that police clocked
teenage e-Bike riders going 120 km/h on the Gold Coast Highway.

Let’s be clear: this is not a minor regulatory tweak. It's a fundamental shift that will turn
footpaths — the last safe space for pedestrians, especially the elderly, children, and people
with disabilities — into high-speed motorways for the untrained and unaccountable.

So are you sitting down? In NSW, there is no minimum age restriction for children to ride an
e-Bike (commonly known as a pedalec or pedelec). Children of any age can legally ride a
compliant e-Bike.

It gets worse. Three years ago, behind closed doors and without any consultation, the then
Transport Minister Rob Stokes legislated that the maximum continuous power output of e-
Bikes be increased from 250 to 500 watts. It makes NSW the only state or territory to
change an international standard. It also means anyone riding a NSW approved e-Bike into
another jurisdiction will be riding an unregistered, uninsured motorbike.

The public has not asked for this. Councils do not want it. And the evidence from other states
is unequivocal: legalising e-Rideables on footpaths leads to chaos, injury, and death.

Propitiously, just last week, the Queensland Government announced a major parliamentary
inquiry into e-Rideable safety. This is not a sign of success. It's an admission of failure. After
more than five years of allowing e-Rideables on footpaths, Queensland has seen a 112%
increase in injuries since 2021 and eight deaths last year alone. Speed limits were reduced
to 12 km/h in 2023, but the carnage continued. Now, with public outrage at boiling point,
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Queensland is scrambling to fix the mess. Their police are “woefully understaffed to enforce
the regulations,” and their laws have proven unenforceable as technology races ahead.

Yet here in NSW, the Upper House Committee is recommending that we repeat
Queensland’s mistakes — and go further, allowing even higher speeds and less regulation.
It's not just reckless; it’s wilfully blind to the evidence.

The public has been unequivocal. In every forum, every article, every community
consultation, the message is the same: footpaths are for pedestrians, not vehicles. A recent
Wentworth Courier article, with 89 respondents, (following the serious injury of an elderly
woman on a footpath by a 16 year-old e-Scooter rider), was a microcosm of the broader
mood — anger, fear, frustration, and a deep sense of betrayal by a government that seems
more interested in appeasing commercial interests and a vocal minority than protecting its
citizens.

In the Northern Beaches, the Fatboy bikes are utterly out of control. Most have been
modified so they are unregistered, uninsured motorbikes. Kids double and triple on them.
Very few wear helmets. And Police claim they cannot issue penalty notices to children 15
years and under. There’s absolutely no enforcement. It's anarchy on steroids and the death
of a child just waiting to happen.

The editor of Pittwater Life, a magazine that has chronicled local issues for ages, says
FatBoy e-Bikes have generated more concern from readers than any other issue in the last
decade.

A survey by Vision Australia found that 90% of its members fear going for a walk because of
the influx of “silent” e-Rideables. For people who are blind or have low vision, walking is their
only form of transport. They can’t drive. They can’t ride. Their rights are being trampled by
politicians who show outright contempt for people with disabilities. Instead of protecting
those who rely on the footpath, NSW is telling them to fend for themselves amid a flood of
high-speed devices ridden by the untrained and untraceable.

The ultra-vert Faehrmann, has made matters worse with public comments that reveal a
profound bias and ignorance of the law. On ABC Radio Sydney (2BL), she said pedestrians
“need to be educated” about how to behave on shared paths. This is not only misleading — it
is dangerously ignorant. In Australia, there are no laws — none, zero, zilch — that require
pedestrians to do anything on Shared Paths. Cyclists and e-Riders, however, are legally
required to slow down and give way to pedestrians at all times, even if that means coming to
a stop. Itis astonishing that the Chair of the Inquiry does not know the most basic law
about which she is making vitally important recommendations. Yet this is the person pushing
for all e-Rideables — including motorised e-Scooters and high speed modified e-Bikes — to be
allowed on all NSW footpaths, ridden by anyone 16 and over, at speeds up to 15 km/h. This
level of ignorance from a legislator is not just embarrassing — it is dangerous.

There is an old saying: the definition of stupidity is doing the same thing over again and
expecting a different result. Ms Faehrmann and most of her committee clearly haven’t
bothered to properly examine the five-year disaster that has unfolded in Queensland. Had
they done so, they would have seen that legalising e-Scooters has led to chaos, carnage,
and thousands of complaints — not to mention clogged emergency departments — mostly
funded by the taxpayer.



Victoria has taken a different course — and NSW should pay attention. e-Scooters are
banned on footpaths. Melbourne has kicked out share-hire e-Scooters altogether. Why?
Because they caused chaos. Cluttered footpaths. lllegal riding. Public danger. Enforcement
nightmares. And no, Victoria hasn’t collapsed without them.

The Royal Melbourne Hospital reports that 58% of e-Scooter injury patients were intoxicated,
and one third suffered head trauma. The economic cost? Nearly $2 million in one year at just
one hospital. The City of Melbourne, after years of trial and mounting injuries, has now
banned shared e-Scooters from the CBD, citing unmanageable safety risks and lawlessness
on footpaths. Even the Transport Accident Commission in Victoria concluded that e-
Scooters, like bicycles, should not be allowed on footpaths due to the unacceptable danger
posed to pedestrians.

The argument that “enforcement will keep us safe” is pure fantasy. Even now, with e-
Scooters illegal on NSW footpaths, police are stretched thin and enforcement is patchy at
best. The streets are already awash with illegal e-Scooters and illegal high-powered e-Bikes,
their riders emboldened by the knowledge that the odds of being booked are a million to one.

If these devices are legalised and their numbers explode, enforcement will become a
practical impossibility. The committee’s recommendations for public reporting systems and
enhanced ranger patrols are little more than window dressing — unrealistic given current
resourcing, when NSW Police can’t even manage RBT operations.

Councils have been left to clean up the mess, but many are asleep at the wheel. They have
the ability to create dismount zones, yet in many of our shopping strips you now see children
flying through footpaths and plazas on modified, high-powered fat-tyre e-Bikes. It's almost
beyond belief. Where are the mayors and council officers? Why have they taken so long to
act?

The idea that these devices are a solution to transport emissions is laughable. Research has
shown time and again that most e-Scooter trips replace walking, not driving. So in the name
of “micro-mobility,” we’re now turning safe footpaths into motorways and pushing pedestrians
— particularly the elderly, parents with prams, and people with mobility issues — into the
margins.

There is a reason why motor vehicles are registered, drivers licensed, and road rules strictly
enforced. When people are injured or killed, we need to know who is responsible and have a
system to hold them accountable. But with e-Scooters and e-Bikes, we've created a
regulatory black hole. No number plates. No registration. No ID. No deterrent.

Let’s put this in perspective. In NSW, to operate a small boat, you need a boat licence. You
have to learn the rules, pass a test, and your vessel must carry an identifiable registration
number. But somehow, the same government is now considering letting teenagers — with
zero training, legal awareness or insurance — ride e-Scooters at speed on footpaths shared
with elderly pedestrians, toddlers, wheelchair users and people with disabilities. It's utter
lunacy.

Shared Paths are already fraught with conflict. Under current laws, the default speed limit on
a shared path is the same as the adjacent road — sometimes up to 70 km/h. That is
madness. There must be a national default speed limit of 10 km/h on all Shared Paths, and



any increase from that should require clear signage and enforcement. These paths were
never designed for high-speed motorised devices.

The harm is not theoretical. Every hospital in Brisbane can tell you about the daily flood of e-
scooter injuries. Fractures, concussions, spinal injuries — many from crashes involving
pedestrians. These things are not “fun toys” or environmentally friendly transport solutions.
They’re 25-kilogram powered projectiles with top speeds that make them deadly in the
wrong hands: Often ridden by intoxicated young men and women on e-Scooter pub crawls.

There is nothing inevitable about legalising e-Scooters. That’s a choice. And it’s a choice that
should be made with eyes wide open to the consequences. There must be full accountability.
That means proper training and licensing. That means registration and number plates. That
means banning these devices from footpaths entirely and enforcing the law with real
penalties — including confiscation for illegal use. And building the infrastructure to divide and
separate.

Let’s not forget, for thousands of years, footpaths have been the only part of the transport
network that remains safe and unregulated for the most vulnerable people in our community.
With the exponential increase in battery technology, it's almost impossible to predict what
these devices will look like in five let alone ten years. The moment we open them up to
speeding, silent machines — piloted by the inexperienced and unaccountable — we’ve
declared that safety is no longer a right, but a privilege.

The Pedestrian Council of Australia is not anti-cyclist or anti-technology. We support shared
mobility that is genuinely safe, inclusive and sustainable. But what is happening now — and
what is being proposed by this committee — is a betrayal of public trust.

Politicians love making laws. They love spruiking the weasel words of compliance,
regulation and governance, but you will never hear them utter the word “enforcement” — they
think it loses votes — but it's been the essential ingredient, the missing link, that has been
completely absent since e-Rideables arrived.

And let’s put to rest, once and for all, the outright lie that e-Scooters and most e-Rideables
are a form of “active transport.” Standing on a motorised device while it does all the work is
not physical activity — it's passive, sedentary travel dressed up as progress. Experts from
Victoria Walks, the University of Sydney, and even the UK’s Sustrans have been crystal
clear: e-Scooters actually undermine active transport. They replace walking, cycling, and
public transport trips that involve physical movement. Worse still, they make footpaths so
hostile and intimidating — especially for older people and those with limited mobility — that
many stop walking altogether. The result? Australians, already among the most overweight
populations in the western world, will become even less active, sicker, and more reliant on
healthcare. That's not innovation — it’s a public health disaster in disguise. Promoting e-
Rideables as “active” is not just misleading, it's dangerous.

If the NSW Government wants to genuinely support and promote active transport and the
health and safety of its citizens, it should start by putting pedestrians first, by promoting
walking and protecting the sovereignty of the footpath.



